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word for word just as she used to tell it* c It was
when they were placing the statues on the Pont des
Saints-P6res. It was so cold that my fingers were
quite numb. Coming back from doing my
marketing, I was watching the workmen. There
was a whole crowd of people waiting to see how
they would lift such heavy statues. I had my
basket on my arm. A well-dressed gentleman said
to me, c< Mademoiselle, you are on fire." Then
I smelt a smell of sulphur and saw smoke pouring
out of my basket. My threepenny box of matches
had caught fire/ That was how Mademoiselle
Verpie related the adventure," added Monsieur
Bergeret. "She often used to tell us of it.
Probably it was the greatest adventure of her life/'

"YouVe forgotten an important part of the
story, Lucien. These were Mademoiselle Verpie's
exact words: * A well-dressed gentleman said to
me, <c Mademoiselle, you are on fire." I answered
"Go away and leave me alone." <cjust as you
like, Mademoiselle." Then I smelt a smell of
sulphur/"

" You are quite right, Zoe. I was mutilating the
text and omitted an important passage. By her
reply, Mademoiselle Verpie, who was hump-backed,
showed that she was a virtuous woman. It is a
point that one should bear in mind. I seem to
recollect, too, that she was very easily shocked."